Road-Rail Transport
them to market their produce either by road or to carry
it   to  the   rail-head.   The   need   lor  constructing   and
planning new roads so as to give access to the interior to
tap the rural parts is all the greater if the present motor
competition with the railways is to be eased.   More than
anything else, steps should be taken to improve the wear-
ing qualities of the road and to introduce a new type of
cheap road that would adequately meet the demands made
by modern traffic on them.   An unfortunate and mis-
directed political outlook views the taxation oi1 the bullock
cart as unjust.   True, their ability to be taxed is low,
but, since they also use the road, they should contribute
towards road maintenance    In fact, it is they that play
the worst havoc.   Shod with narrow tyres, they  cause
considerable damage to the roads.   This is estimated ut
Es. 228 per cart per year.19   There are now about nine
million bullock carts in India so that the extent of the
expenditure necessitated by them  is easily imaginable.
Broadening the width of the tyre is impi'ju'th'able because
the traction power will have to be great.   Piu'inmitie lyres
are an alternative.   Recent researches concluded at Pusu
indicate that there is nearly a 300 per cent increase in 1ho
load capacity and 15% decrease m cost per ton in tlie
case of a pneumatic tyred cart over nn culinary solid
tyred vehicle.   The average rate per mile is only about
1-5 pies per mile.   The bullock cart is an integral part of
our economy and must be preserved at any co,si.   Compul-
sory use of pneumatic tyres would inflict prohibitive costs
on the owner and shift the tax on lyres to Hie agricul-
turist.   Researches in road-making are being conducted
and a " Test Track " has been experimented with at.
Delhi.   The   possibilities   of this  " test   track"   were
expounded by Mr. Meares who believed that this resulted
in a saving equal to ten times the sum that would be
necessary to expend on. it.   In evolving such  a new
19  Road Development in the Madras Presidency, p, 209.
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